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THE 


NECESSITY 


OF A 


NEW Parliament, Sc. 


FTE R the Nation has been ſo 
long convinced of the fatal Ef- 
fes of long Parliaments ; and 
Natter ſo many repeated Proofs 

| from undeniable Arguments, that 
frequent Parliaments are eſſential to the Pre- 
ſervation of our Liberties; it ſeems an Af- 
front to common Senſe, even to endeavour at 
proving the contrary. , But this Age (famous 
for extraordinary Productions ) hath brought 
to Light a Piece of that Kind, entitled, Rea- 
ſons for Continuing the preſent ee 
A 2 ä t 
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At firſt View of the Title, I hoped to find 
it an Irony, intended to obviate any Attempt 
ſo injurious to the Peoples: Liberty, and in 
Conſequence, to the Honour of our Sovereign: 
But, to my great Surprize, I find it a ſerious 
Endeavour, to prepare the People for a Scheme, 
that perhaps is intended to be put in Practice. 
It is therefore the Deſign of this little Trac, 
to dete& the calm Sophiſtry, and to prove 
that a new Parliament is abſolutely neceſſary 
in the preſent Poſture of Affairs. 

The Author's two Great Reaſons for conti- 
nuing the preſent Parliament are, 


Firſt, Becauſe the preſent Parliament hath 
deſerved better of the Subject than any Par- 
liament ever (0 did. 


Secondly, Becauſe the preſent univerſal Pre- 
judices of ſome People on the Score of the late 
Exciſe Bill, render the Nation unfit to elect a 
new () Parliament, 


To ſhew that the preſent Parliament de- 
ſerves better, than any Parliament ever did, our 
Author does not compare the Conduct of the 
Preſent, with any, or all the preceding Par- 
liaments, as he ought to have done; becauſe 
otherwiſe, it is impoſſible to prove his Point. 
But on the contrary, he only endeavours to 

diſplay 


(*) See Page 10. (+) Page 7, and 32; + 
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C5] 
diſplay the Merit of the preſent Parliament, 
by giving a Detail of ſome few Laws, paſt 
during the Six Years Seſſions. 

To purſue our Author in this Track, is 
perhaps a dangerous, as well as a diſagreeable 
Journey : But as I have no Intent of depre- 
tiating the Merit of the preſent Parliament; 
ſo I preſume it can be no juſt Ground of 
Reſentment, to ſcrutinize into the Excellence, 
or Inexpediency of the Laws; ſince by ſuch 
Scrutiny, the Defects of all Laws are mended. 
No Doubt theſe Laws were intentionally, 
though not eventually good; but to avoid 
Prolixity, I ſhall only remark upon ſome of 
thoſe few Laws our Author hath celebrated, 
as the beſt that ever were enacted. 

He ſays, () We can never enough applaud 
that wholeſome Law, made for regulating 
Attorneys end Sollicitors ; who by their Num- 
bers and Intereſt, were become one of the 
greateſt Grievances of the State, &c. That 
this Law may be intentionally good, I admit; 
but it is manifeſt beyond all ContradiQion, 


that it hath not proved ſo in Event; fince 


it hath excluded very few or none of that 


Order of Men: Therefore if they by their 


Numbers and Intereſt, were heretofore the 
greateſt Grievance of the State ; they {till con- 
tinue the ſame as ever; and conſequently 


this Law hath no great Merit upon that Ae- 
| count. 


(F) Page 14. 


64 

count. The Law for regulating Furies is no 
doubt an wholeſome Law in its Inſtitution, 
and in ſome Meaſure eventually too; but yet 
even this is defective, as it allows the Court, at 
the Requeſt of the Plaintiff, to appoint Spe- 
cial Juries; by which Means, great Inconve- 
niencies may attend the Subject, in Caſes of 
Crown Proſecutions. Whether the Merit of 
the Act for preventing Bribery and Corruption 
in the Election for Members of Parliament, 
(J 1s properly aſcribed to thoſe of the Le- 
giſlature, who are our Author's Favorites; 
or to the Gentlemen in the Oppoſition to 
them ; 1s not for me to determine : But it is 
manifeſt, that however good that Law was 
in the Inſtitution, it is of very little Service 
againſt the corrupt Practice of ſome late Ele- 
ctions. 

From theſe Laws for mending our Morals, 
our Author makes a natural Tranſition to 
thoſe for mending our Highways, and makin 
Rivers navigable ;, as if Laws of all theſe 
Kinds, had never been thought of, by prece- 
ding Parliaments; and therefore the whole 
Merit of ſuch Laws, is to be aſcribed only to 
the preſent. | | 

It our Author's Memory had not been very 
bad, he might have cited other meritorious 
Laws, which would prove his Concluſion 
much better; Such as that for reviving the 


Yy ut) 
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Duty upon Salt; that for keeping up a Stand. 
ing Army, for the Preſervation of Liberty; 
and that for abating a Shilling in the Pound 
upon the Land-Tax. 

Some Politicians indeed affirm, that a Revi- 
val of the Salt Duty, renders the Law for 
abating the Land-Tax of no Service; becauſe 
the laying of ſuch an Incumbrance upon Te- 
nants, (whoſe chief Subſiſtance being Salt 
Meat) is in Effect, loading the Landlord, 
with more Charge, than is equivalent to his 
Abatement on the Land-Tax. But ſuppoſing 
that to be the Caſe; yet ſurely, ſince Land- 
holders are better pleaſed to pay their Taxes 
by an Abatement of their Tenants Rent, than 
in Gold out of Pocket, it muſt be allowed 
good Policy 1n a Legiſlature, at once to pleaſe 
the People, and encreaſe the Revenue, But 
our Author paſles over all theſe ſalutary 
Laws that deſerve his Praiſe ; and proceeds 
next, to the Proof of the great Merit of the 
preſent Parliament, with Reſpect to Trade. 
Under this Head, he has given us only two 
Inſtances (F), out of many: viz. That Law 
for the Encouragement of the Sugar Trade; 
and that for preventing the Running of Wool. 

The Law made for the Encouragement of 
the Sugar Trade, undoubtedly has its Merit; 
though it is far from being a Remedy propor- 
tionate to the Diſeaſe, as is evident from the 
pre ent miſerable Condition of the Sugar Colo- 


(F) Page 28, 


DICH 
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nies. Nor is it ſufficient to urge, that in 
Time it will be effectual, ſince, notwithſtand- 
ing this Law, our Sugar Colonies are under 
Prohibitions of exporting their Produce di- 
recily to foreign Markets, while the French 
are allowed that Advantage; and the Produce 
of our Colonies is loaded with heavy Duties, 
while the French pay but little, Theſe, and 
ſome other Circumſtances attending our Sugar 
Colonies, give the French an Advantage of 
more than 2010, per Cent. an immenſe „ 
tage, that muſt, in a ſhort Time, monopolize 
the Sugar Trade to Thoſe that have it, and 
Tuin all Competitors ; unleſs the Legiſlature 
will remove that Diſparity, by. putting our 
Sugar Colonies upon an equal Foot with 
thoſe of the French. 

The Importance (), and declining Condi- 
tion of our Sugar Colonies, have been ſo fully 
Jaid open to the World, and the Means ne- 
ceſſary for the Preſervation of ſuch a valuable 
Branch of Trade, ſo plainly pointed out, that 
the Want of a ſufficient Knowledge of the 
Cafe, cannot be a Reaſon why they are not 
ſufficiently relieved, The only Reaſon I ever 
heard, was the Fear of Offending the French; 
for as an effectual Encouragement of our Su- 
gar Trade, muſt terminate in a proportional 
Diſcouragement of theirs; ſo ſuch a Conduct 


might exaſperate them, to diffolve the Amity 
| now 


7 (4) See a Pamphlet, entitled, The Importance of the Su. 
gar Colonzes to Great Britain, ba 81 
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how ſubſiſting between us. If this be a good 
Reaſon in the preſent Caſe, then it is equally 
a good Reaſon in ll other Branches of Trade, 
wherein the French are our Rivals, and con- 
ſequently we ought not to encourage our 
45 in any Reſpect, for Fear of diſobliging 
them. c f * 
But if this was a Reaſon heretofore, the 
Moment France declares a War, it will ceaſe 


to de a Reaſon ; and then ſurely it will be 


high Time to give our Sugar Trade all poſſi- 
ble Encouragemint (*), as it is the moſt pe- 
manent (J) and profitable Branch belonging to 
Great Britain: For the fame Reaſon, it will 
be neceſlary in Time of War, to preſerve our 
Sugar Colonies by a ſufficient Number bf 
Men of War, from being a Prey to the French. 
who are their neur Neighbours, and look on 
them with an inviduous Eye, as their Rivals. 
For if our Sugar Colonies are deſtroyed, 
the French will have the Monopoly of the Su- 


gar Trade, and conſequently make us pa 
{ hat Price they pleaſe. How much this will 


B ad vance 


(*) It is bumbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of Par- 


” Lianient, whether a Diawback of all the Duty and E xciſe 


upon Rum exported, is rot a neceſſaxy Encouragement, both 


to our. ManutaQture of Malt Spirits. and to our Colonies ; 
- fince by the Mixture of Rum, our Malt Spirits would ell 
better at foreign Markets: be more uſed in our Fiſheries, 


as preferable to New-England Spirits; and render our Malt 
Spirits fit for the Guinea Trade, which is now ſupply'd by 


Spirits from the Dutch, tothe great Diſadvantage of Britain. 


* . 


(+) See a Pamphlet, entitled, A Compariſon between The 
Britiſh Sugar Cojonics and New England. Fg 


advance the (F) Balance of Trade, we alrea: 


d pay to France, is almoſt incredible! Under 
his ead, the Author (if he had pleaſed) 
might have added the Re-eſtabliſhment of that 
profitable Monopoly, the Eaſt- India Com- 
pany, as another great Service done to Trade: 
As alſo, the late Reduction of the Duties on 
French Brandy. ISS +6 Wo 1288 
The laſt of theſe two Laws, all the World 
muſt allow, was well intended, not only as 
preventive of the Fraud of entering French 
Brandy, under the Name of Flemiſh, which 
paid a leſs Duty; but alſo as an Encourage- 
ment to our own Manufacture of Malt Spi- 
rits, But Experience has evinced, that this 
Law, is ſo far from anſwering thoſe Purpoſes, 
that it has @ quite contrary Effect. For by 
the Reduction of the Duty on French Brandy, 
it can now be imported (without | thoſe 
| Riſques attending Frauds) to great Profit ; 
and therefore has been imported in ſuch im- 
mence Quantity, (as appears from the boaſted 
(i Encreaſe of the Revenue) and ſold ſo 
cheap, that both our Malt Spirits, and Rum, 
(the Produce of our Sugar Colonies) are de- 
pretiated to leſs than the firſt Charge of ma- 
king the Commodities. Thoſe- two Branches 


of Trade muſt therefore be infallibly ruined, 


if that very Law, which was intended for 
ST 


($) See a Tract wrote by Mr, Jaſbus Gee, upon Trade 
and Navigation. | | 
(+) See the News-Papers in Ofober, 
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Encouragement, be not ſoon repealed; and a 


Duty impoſed on French Brandy, equal to a 
Prohibition. 1 941 JE 
What was argued by an honourable Perſon, 
that French Brandy ſhould not be prohibited; 
becauſe neceſſary to mix with our Malt Spirits, 
in Order to make them vendible, is (under 
Favour) a great Miſtake: For Rum, as it is 
not an hot and fiery Spirit, like Brandy ; but 
more ſoft, more wholeſome, and of an higher 
Flavour, ſo it is much better to mix with our 
Malt Spirits, (which are in their own Nature, 
too hot and fiery) and every one knows, more 
agreeable to the Palates, and Conſtitutions of 
the People. e 
Since then we have a Spirit, of our own 
Produce, much better ſuited, to mix with 
our Malt Spirits, than French Brandy, a Pro- 
hibition of it, can be no Diſadvantage. On 
the contrary, if we will fave our Manufa- 
cture of Malt Spirits, and our Rum Trade, 
from Ruin; it is abſolutely neceſſary to lay a 
Duty upon French Brandy, equivalent to a 
Prohibition, Beſides, ſuch a Prohibition will 
be good Policy, ſince it muſt diminiſh that 
immenſe Balance of Trade, which we pay to 
France every Year; and which, if not dimi- 


niſhed, muſk ſoon transfer all our Wealth to 


France, and render Great Britain () Bankrupt. 
| B 2 77. 92.7 2008 


(+) A Million per Ann. (which Mr. Foſhua Gee calculates 
to be the Balance we pay to France) mult, in a few Years, 
ender this Nation Bankrupt, 1 
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But it is Time to return to our Author, 
who diſplays his Learning, in ſetting off the 
great Merit. of mending (% Highways, and 
making Rivers ' navigable, as if theſe Things 
had never been done before : But as all pre- 
ceding Parliaments have done the like, for the 
Advantage of Trade; ſo the Preſent cannot 
deſerve better of the Subject, on that Ac- 

Of all the Services done to Trade no one 
redounds more to the Honour of the preſent 
Parliament, than that of rejecting the late 
Project of exciſing Tobacco: For, however 
ſome Gentlemen may have incurred prblick 
Cenſure, by eſpouſing that Scheme, the glo- 
rious Majority that render'd it abortive, will 
be remembered with Honour, while Liberty 
reigns in Britain. To that Majority may be 
imputed, all the wholeſome Laws before-men- 
tioned, as well as that for preventing Bribery 
and Corruption in Parliamentary Elections: 
As therefore the People in general, have a juſt 
Senſe of the great Merit of that Majority; 
ſo it is reaſonable to believe with our Au- 
thor (J), that they will be elected Members 
of a New Parliament : He need not then be 
under any. Fears about 'a New Parliament, 
ſince only the Minority of the preſent Parlia- 
ment, who voted for the Exciſe Project, will 
be excluded from the painful Cares of State, to 

pr Keke: thts a” 


(*) Page 27. 2 270 
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enjoy (if they pleaſe) the ſoft Repoſe of a 


Country Life. 

But notwithſtanding this great Exploit, 
added to the many 1 aboye · mentioned, 
which we do allow to be good, and ſalutar 
in the Inſtitution, OH not altogether 7 
in Event I lay, *. n all this, 1 


cannot ſee how the preſent Parliament de. | 


ſerves better of the Subject, than any other, 
either paſ?, or to come. For paſt Parliaments 
may have done as well, * 0 


have deſerved as well of the Subject. 


our Author's bare Aſſertions : And as for thoſe 
Parliaments that are to come, he muſt ſurely 
be a Conjurer, to foretel how they may prove. 

It would be no difficult Task, to ſhew from 


Hiſtory, and the undeniable Records of Law, 


that — Parliaments have deſerved as well 
of the Subject, as the Preſent. But that 
would be to tranſcribe a great Part of Engliſh 


| Hiſtory. I ſhall therefore mention but two 


or three. Inſtances, out of a Multitude that 
might be produced, to our Author's Convi- 
ction, 

That Parliament which reſtrained the Pre- 
rogative of the Crown, from ſwallowing. up 
the Liberties of the People, in the Reign, of 
King James the IId; and preſerved "+1 Na- 


tion 1 7 Popery and Slavery; muſt have de- 


ſerved as well of the People, as the Preſent; 


becauſe, if a had not preſerved our Con- 


ſtitution, 


or any 
Thing that appears to the contrary, beſides 
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ftirution, this Parliament could net now have 
Exiſtence. 3 30964 
That Parliament alſo in King William's 
Reign, which (with the Concurrence of that 
glorious Prince) caſt up an impregnable Bul- 
wark round the Liberties, and Rights of the 
People; excluded the Pretender from the 
Throne; and ſettled the Succeſſion in the 
preſent Royal Family, ſurely deſerves as much 
of the Subject, as the preſent Parliament can 
do: Since both the Civil and Religious Li- 
berties we now enjoy; and all the Bleſſings 
derived, or expected from the preſent Royal 
Family, are wing to that Limitation and 
Succeſlion, AS: 

From the foregoing Conſiderations, it is 
evident, that the Liws made by the preſent 
Parliament, either with Reſpe& to Trade, or 
other publick Concerns, are not intrinſically 
better; nor more beneficial to the Subject, 
than thoſe Laws, made by their Predeceſſors; 
and therefore the preſent Parliament cannot, 


as our Author affirms, deſerve better of the 


Subject than any other; and conſeqently ought 
not to be continued upon that Account. But 
ſuppoſing all our Author's Encomiums of the 
preſent Parliament, were ſtrictly true; Muſt 


the very Foundations of our Conſtitution be 


fubverted () out of Compliment to it; and 
a Thouſand certain Evils brought upon the 
Nation, 


— 


2 See the Lords Proteſts, againſt the Bill, for Septennial 
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Nation, becauſe the preſent Parliament hath 
done no more than its Duty? ? 


The ſecond grand Argument our Author | 


urges, for the Continuance of the preſent Par- 
lament, is founded on the preſent univerſal 
Prejudices (g) of ſome People, which render 
the, Nation unfit to elect a New Parliament. 

To remark upon the many Paradoxes con- 
tained in the Pamphlet, to which this is an 
Anſwer, would be to miſpend my Time, and 
tire the Reader's Patience: But it is neceſſary 
to obſerve, upon the foregoing Propoſition, in 
Order to ſettle the Writer's Meaning. If by 
the univerſal Prejudice of ſome People, he 
means, ſome Peoples entire Prejudice to the 
preſent Adminiſtration, then ſuch a Prejudice 
cannot render the Nation unfit to elect a New 
Parliament; becauſe the Prejudice of - ſome, 
cannot be imputed to the Nation in general. 
His Meaning then muſt bey that the Prejudice 
of the People, on the Score of the late Ex- 
ciſe Bill is ſo univerſal, that it renders them 
unfit to elect a New Parliament. 

Theſe univerſal Prejudices are called (9) 
Anger and Revenge; which Paſſions, as they 
lifqualific a Man in private (F) Life, from per- 
forming any right Action; ſo they intoxicate 
the People, and diſqualifie them, to exerciſe 
their Right of ele&ing New Repreſentatives. 
o make all this conclude any Thing to the 

Purpoſe, 
(*) Page 7, and 32, C. (F) 5. ( 10. 
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Purpoſe, we muſt underſtand, that 2 whole 
Nation may be in a Delirium (); and that 
the Peoples Diſlike, and Reſentment of the 
late Exciſe Scheme, is 2 violent and univerſal 
Prejudice, Whether the Peoples Piſlike of 
that Scheme, be ſuch a Prejudice, or rather 4 
Juſt Reſentment of a palpable Encroachment 
upon their Liberties, and a manifeſt Injury to 


Trade, is a Point already made too evident, 


to be brought in Queſtion by this Writer's 
bere Aſertion; and therefore 1'ſhall not trou- 


ble my Reader with fuch need leſs Repetitions. 


But by the Way, it is amazing to obſerve our 
Author's conſummate Modeſty, in charging a 
Phrenzy (F) upon the greateſt Part of his 
Country-Men, and then applying the Powe 
of Parliament, as Manacles of their Liberty 
though intended by our Conſtitution, as the 
Chain of Tyranny ! This is not unlike the * 
tender Compaſhon of fome People, who put ö 
their rich Relations under the ſevereſt Diſeiſ 
pline of Bethlehem, in Order to take Poſfe(] © 
ſion of their Property An Oppreſiton' fafh 0 
cient to make a wiſe Man mad; and perhap :: 


the only Expedient, that can eſtabliſh ag , 
univerſal Prejudice in the Nation, againſt th 
Projectors of it. | "NEO 1 
Baut after all, it is more amazing, that 1 
Prejudice, (as our Author calls it) that is, | © 
Diſlike, taken up without juſt Reaſon, ſhoulſ * 
pl 

ſu 


C*)Page 8. (h) Peg 1 


| Eid 

become univerſal | For how is it poſſible, that 
the whole Body of the People, which muſt 
judge only by the ſen/ible Evidence of Feeling, 
can be ſo univerſaily miſtaken? --- On the 
contrary, the wiſeſt Men in all Ages have con- 
curred in Opinion, that even the general Diſ- 


content of a Nation, is always founded upon 


good Reaſon, | 
- Hence, in all Probability, took its Riſe, 


that well known Maxim, of the Voice of the 


People, being the Voice of God: For if the 


Ends of Government are fully anſwered, and 
the People protected in the peaceable Enjoy- 
ment of their Liberties, and Properties; if 
the Publick Affairs are adminiſtred with Ju- 
ſtice, Wiſdom and CEconomy, it is not poſſible 
the People can be univerſally prejudiced a- 
gainſt ſuch an Adminiſtration, fince they can- 
not be ſuppoſed to act againſt their own Feel- 
ing, and in direct Oppoſition to their own Good 
and Happineſs. . 


Among a free People, there may indeed be 


ſome Heats and Animolities, as long as Ava- 
rice and Ambition, are Competitors with Vir- 
tue, and Publick-Spirit : But theſe Heats in 
the Body politick, are like ſmall Fevers in 
the natural Body: they ſerve only to purge 
off ill Humours, and render the Conſtitution 
more healthful and vigorous, | 
If ſuch Animoſities (which this Writer is 
pleaſed to call Prejudices and Paſſions) are a 
ſufficient Reaſon for poſtponing a new Ele- 
C gion 
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ction of 1 1 they muſt for 
ever be a good Reaſon; ſince they are mani- 
feſtly. inſeparable from all free Governments : 
And therefore we ought never to have a New 
Parliament, upon this Reaſon for continuing 
the Preſent. 

But our Author conceives, that theſe uni- 
verſal Prejudices, founded on the late Exciſe 
Bill, may ſubſide in Time (), though he has 
not told us when : Probably, not during this 
Generation; certainly not *till the Projector 
of it has loſt all Powwey of doing further Hurt. 
If then the Continuation of theſe univerſal 
Prejudices, ſhould laſt for a Generation, and 
we ſhould be ſo long apprehenſive of, or a&u- 
ally engaged in War, (as it is likely we may, 
while there is a powerful, and ambitious Prince 
in Europe) then it is for our Intereſt (if you 
will take this Author's (0 Word) to have the 
preſent Parliament continued. Thus an Houſe 
of Commons may be eſtabliſhed ſo long, as 
to become by Preſcription an Oligarchy ; 
than which, nothing can be more deſtructive 
of Monarchy, as well as of the Peoples Liberty. 

But ſuppoſing theſe univerſal Prejudices to 
be as violent as this Writer affirms ; Is it a pro- 
bable Way to pacific a People, ſo reſentful of 
any Encroachment on their Liberty, to diveſt 
them of the greateſt Liberty they enjoy ; to 
wit, that of chooſing Repreſentatives, at the 
Time 


(+) Page 34+ (*) Preface; 
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Time when the Law diſſolves the preſent Par- 


lament > Les; our Author (+) fays :“ For 
however diſagreeable this maybe tothePeople 
eit is doing them Good: And Plato tells us in 
* his Commonwealth, that Governors ſhould 
©* imitate a good Phylician, who ſometimes 
forces the Sick, to take Medicines, which, 
though diſagreeable for the preſent, fave 
“them in the End.” 

One would think, by this Repreſentation, 
that Plato's skilful Phyſician, was like our 
Modern Horſe- Doctors, who force down their 
Drenches, without the Conſent of the Patient. 
Surely the Divine Plato could not mean ſuch 
a Force; becauſe he never thus treated Men, 
like Brutes: The Force then he muſt mean, 
is that which he employed with ſo much 
Skill; the Force of Reaſon and Perſuaſion. 
The like Force may juſtly be employed by 

ood Governors; but Quacks in Politigks, are 
ike thoſe in Phyſick, ever forward to cram 
their poiſonous Draughts down the Throats 
of the People, even to the Ruin of their Con- 
ſtitution, provided they get Money by ſo do- 
ing. The Author's Preſcription of continuing 
the preſent Parliament, by an Act of Power, 
ſeems to be a Doſe of that Kind: And to 
encourage our Legiſlature to give it to the 
People, he aſſures them, That “ they (with- 


out doubt) ever had, and ought to have the 


C 2 Power 
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4 Power (*) of repealing, altering, or mend- 
« ing any Laws, or Conſtitutions, when the 
« Neceſſities of State require it.“ 

The Neceſſities of State, can never require the 
Subverſion of the very Fundamentals of a well 
conſtituted Government: And ſuch a Subver- 


ſion never can happen, but by ſpecious Preten- 


ces to the Neceſſities of State: The People 
therefore, cannot be too wary, in admitting 
ſuch Pretences, eſpecially when they come 


from one, who aſcribes to Legiſlatures, an un- 


limited Power of doing what they pleaſe. 
Such a Poſition is as dangerous to the Peo- 


ple, as it is falſ- in itſelf : For no Legiſlature 


can be inveſted with Power from their Conſti- 
tuents, to repeal a Law, that is the Bulwark 
of their Liberties; nor to enact Laws which 
are ſubverſive of their Good and Happineſs, 
under any ſpecious Pretences whatſoever ; be- 
cauſe then the Conſtituents muſt be ſuppoſed 
to inveſt their Repreſentatives, with a Porwer 
that is deſtructive of thoſe very Ends, for 
which they were conſtituted, (viz. the good 
of the People) which is abſurd. 

If therefore any Legiſlature exerts a Power, 
with which it is abſurd to ſuppoſe it inveſt- 
ed; that Power is Uſurpation and Tyranny ; 
and a betraying the Truſt repoſed in it: And 
ſuch Treachery is ſo much more flagitious than 
the Cheat of a Truſtee, in private Life ; as a 


Publick 


(*) Page 34. 
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Publick Injury, is ſuperior to a private one. 
Yet, ſuch is the Age! The Author I am an- 
ſwering, has the Face to recommend a Trea- 
chery of ſo deep a Dye, under a profeſſed Re- 
gard for the Good of the People, though in 
Reality, for the Sake of An able Stateſman, 
as ( he is pleaſed to call Him, 

The People, he ſays, are univerſally preju- 
diced; are in a Delirium (); are full of Re- 
ſentment, on the Score of the late. Exciſe 
Bill ; and therefore they ought to be reſtrain- 
ed from chooſing a New Parliament, until this 
Paſſion is over: which is to ſay, that the moſt 
effeftual Way to pacifie a People already uni- 
verſally exaſperated, at a late Encroachment 
on their Liberty, is to deprive them, of the 
greateſt Liberty they enjoy. Excellent Ad- 
vice | Surely every Man in his Senſes, muſt 
think this is adding Fuel to the Flame, which 
cannot but be fatal to the Kingdom, eſpecial- 
ly in Time of War, For then, if ever, is the 
Time, when Civil Diſſentions become effe- 
ctually ruinous, the weakeſt Side of two con- 
tending Parties, being under Neceſſity, will 
call in the Aid of Foreigners ready armed ; 
who can reward themſelves by no other Means 
than the Ruin of Both. Thus the moſt flou- 
riſhing Kingdoms of the Earth have been 
deſtroyed; and the happy Seats of Liberty, 
uſurped by lawleſs Tyranny ! Thus England 


itſell, 


(*) Page 36. (0 Page 83 
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itſelf, more than once ; has fallen a Sacrifice 
to Civil Diſcord, rendered outragious by ſuc- 
ceſſive Oppreſſions! Is it then poſſible, that 
an Engliſbman can recommend Meaſures, ſo 
deſtructive of his Country's Happineſs? Or 
is there an Able Stateſman upon Earth, who 
can liſten to, or put in Practice the Advice of 
ſach a Parricide? --- The only Meaſure to 
be purſued at ſuch a critical Functure is, to 
pacifie the People by all poſſible Means: Not 
only to let them enjoy their Civil and Reli- 
gious Liberties in full Extent; but even to 
enlarge them, where there is the leaſt Room 
for ſuch Enlargement. Not only to remove 
all hateful Objects, ſuch as may alienate the 
Peoples Affections from their Sovereign; but 
alſo to do every popular Act that may endean 
him, and devote their Hearts and Purſes to 
his Service. | 

Nothing ſeems to me a more natural Means, 
to fo deſirable an End, than to indulge the 
People in their legal Right of choofing a New 
Parliament; and to render that Election per- 
fectly free, from all the Byaſſes of Bribery or 
Corruption; from all Oppreſſion, or miſuſe of 
Power: For ſuch a generous Confidence repoſed 
in the People, cannot fail of producing à reci- 
procal Confidence in the ſupreme Magiſtrate, 
As on the contrary, Diſtruſt will naturally 
create Diſtruſt, and mutual Jealouſy ; than 
which there cannot be a more fatal Cauſe of 
Ig 1 Diſagree- 


EN 


Diſagreement, between a Prince, and his Peo- | I 


| 
le. 
A Nation thus protected and indulged, is 4 
| under a Moral Incapacity of making a bad 
| Choice of Repreſentatives. Honour, Grati- | 
7 tude and Self-Intereſt, concur in rendering the 5 
Choice good to itſelf, and glorious to its 
Prince. If this Nation be in ſuch happy | 
Circumſtances, (as we are often told it is) 
; all our Author's Fears, that a New Parlia- | 
, ment will begin their Deliberations with Fu- ? 
' peachments (f), and Oppofition to the Mini- | 
. ſary, are groundleſs and chimerical. But if 
> indeed a Miniſtry, or rather a Single Mini- 
t ſter ſhould act a Part injurious, to his Country, 
x and ſubverſive of our happy Conſtitution 
0 ſuch a one, no doubt, would draw upon 
himſelf the juſt Reſentment of a Britiſh Par- 
: liament, which is ever ſuppoſed faithful to its ; 
. Truſt: Nor is it in the Power of Man, (or i 
by if it was, would it be reaſonable) to ſcreen 
4 ſuch a one from Juſtice. But if the Parlia- 
1 ment ſhould ever have Occaſion to chaſtiſe fo 7 
f great an Offender, it could require no long De- 
4 iberation ; and conſequently, need not be any 
4 Impediment to granting Supplies, for carrying : 
> on the War, and doing every Thing elſe for ' 
y the Nation's Honour and Felicity. | , 
n Natural Bravery is the allow'd Characteri- q 
\f ſtick of Britons, and where Bravery is, there I 
95 Generoſity, 1 
* | 
(*) Page 354 | | j 
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41. 
Generoſity muſt be a Concomitant ; therefore, 
as a Britiſh Parliament will have Courage e- 
nough to aſſert the Nation's Liberty, and a- 
venge Oppreſſions, ſo it muſt be too generous 
to impeach and perſecute a good Miniſter - 
Such a one then has nothing to fear, either 
from the preſent, or a future Parliament. 

If the able Stateſman, mentioned in Page 36, 
be of that ſort, his Dependants need be under 
no Apprehenſions, even of his Removal; but 
if that ſhould be the Conſequence of a New 
Parliament, I cannot ſee how the Publick will 
be injured ; for even in the preſent Miniſtry, 
there are ſome Gentlemen more acceptable to 
the People, and allowed by all Parties to be of 
Abilities, equal to the higheſt Employments 
of State. | 

A noble Lord, who preſided not many Years 
ago in the Houſe of Commons with general 
Applauſe, and now does ſo in the Cabinet of 
his Sovereign, is allowed, on all Hands, as a 
great Genius, an expert Politician, and a Man 
of Integrity, to be perfectly qualified for the 
Adminiſtration of State-Affairs, to the mutual 
Advantage of the King, and People. 

Another Gentleman, not leſs admired for 
an Elegance of Taſte in the polite Arts, than 
for his Knowledge of the various Intereſts of 
Europe, is intitled to the greateſt Offices of 
State, by the Suffrage of all that know him: 
It was by Him, even in the Dawn of Life 


7 


that our Commerce with Spain, in the Year 
1715, 


E991] 


1715, was ſettled upon Terms more advanta- 


geous to Us than ever: But that was no more 
than an Earneſt of what might have been ex- 
pected from his Negotiations, if ſome political 
Intrigues, carried on at that time, to the Diſ- 
advantage of Spain, had not unhappily pre- 
vented. 

An honourable Knight (who was that Gen- 
tleman's Predeceſſor, as Envoy to Spain) de- 
ſerves too well of his King and Country to be 
over-looked among thoſe Patriots, who are the 
only proper Guardians of a free People; for 
as he acquitted himſelf in ſeveral great Em- 
ploy ments both at Home and Abroad, with no 
leſs Wiſdom than Addreſs and Fidelity, ſo he 
retired into the Obſcurity of a private Life, 
with a modeſt Condeſcention, little inferior to 
that of the greateſt Roman In hisCapacity of Se- 


nator, he was far from acting like thoſe diſcarded - 


Courtiers, who ſpirit up an Oppoſition out of 
pure Revenge. On the contrary, his Oppoti- 
tion (as was manifeſt when the late Exciſe 
Scheme lay on the Carpet) was founded up- 
on the moſt generous Motives, of the Good of 
his Country, and the Happineſs of his Prince. 
Many more Gentlemen of both Houſes of 
Parliament, have given ample Proofs of their 
great Abilities, while in Employments ; but 
in no reſpect have they acquired more Honour 
and Eſteem, than in the graceful Manner of 
loſing thoſe Employments. Among ſo many 
IF > Patriots, 
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Patriots, who does not ſee Numbers that might 
ſupply the Place of our Author's able State ſ- 
man, with at leaſt equal Merit? 

Tho the Panegyrick Writers of theſe Times 
have indeed laviſhed their Rhetorick upon that 
able Stateſman, and aſcribed to him all the 
happy Talents of a great Peace-maker, and a 
Peace preſerver : Yet none of them have pre- 
tended that he is capable of conducting a War, 
tho' he is allowed by ſome to be a dexterous 
Forrager. 

According to this Character, the able Stateſ- 
man is utterly unqualified for an high Station 
in Caſe of a War; and therefore tis abſolutel 
neceſſary for the publick Safety, that Men of 
Abilities, better ſuited to that Occaſion, ſhould 
be employed in the Adminiſtration. 

But let us return to the further Conſidera- 
tion of our Author's Reaſons for continuing 
the preſent Parliament. InPage 33, he tells us, 
That the Continuance of the Parliament in the 
late Reign, tho? at firſt thought by the Peo- 
ple an Invaſion () of their Liberty, was af- 
4 terwards eſteemed a Conduct which preſerved 
the Nation,” and from thence infers, That the 
preſent Parliament ought to be continued for 
the ſame Reaſon. Doth any Man, in his Senſes, 
hope to convince theWorld by ſuch Sophiſtry? 
To render this Inference jaſt, he ought to 

have 


(% Evaſion is ſuppoſed to be a Fault of the Preſs, 
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have ſhewn the Parallel between = Times 
and the preſent; but no ſuch Parallel can be 
ſhewn ; for there is not, nor has there been the 
leaft Diſpoſition in the People to a Rebellion, 
ſince his preſent Majeſty ſat on the Throne; 


and therefore his Concluſion is unjuſt, 


Of the ſame kind is our Author's Inſinua- 
tion at the Cloſe of his Preface, where he ſug- 
geſts, that a new elected Parliament will prove 
like that in the Reign of our glorious Deli- 
verer King William III, full of the peeviſh Spi- 
rit of Oppoſition, the Source of all the Mis- 
fortunes of that Prince's Adminiſtration, 


King William ſucceeded a whole Race of 


Princes who had nothing ſo much at Heart as 
the Eſtabliſhment of Arbitrary Power. He 
ſucceeded too, as a ſeeming Conqueror, at the 
Head of a ForeignArmy ; and being a Foreigner 
himſelf, the People had no Experience of his 
Diſpoſition. For theſe, and many other Rea- 
fons (ſuch as the perſonal Attachment of ſome 
great Men to the abdicated King, and the vul- 
gar Enthuſiaſm of his hereditary, indefeazable, 


divine Right) it is no Wonder that the Nation 
thus poiſoned by a falſe Zeal, ſhould be full | 


of Diſtruſt and Jealouſy, which are never-fail- 
ing Cauſes of Oppoſition. 


But our preſent Monarch aſcended the Throne 


in a peaceful Succeſſion to his Father; and 


with the univerſal Acclamations of a People 
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full of Expectation of a righteous Adminiſtra- 
tion, from a Sovereign, who, while Prince of 
Wales, had endeared himſelf to the People. 
In ſhort, without entering further into Par- 

ticulars (which are ſtill freſh in many Peoples 
Memory) the Acceſſion of King William III, 
and that of our preſent Sovereign to the 
Throne, are as unlike each other, as a Reign 
full of the Tumults of Foreign War and Do- 
meſtic Diſcord, is unlike the peaceful Reign of 
a Prince ſtill happy in the Affections of his 
People, who are now as free from the furious 
Bigotry of falſe Religion, as they are in any 
other Reſpe&; and yet our Author muſt ſup- 
poſe them exa&ly parallel, in order to infer an 
Oppoſition from a New Parliament, to his pre- 
ſent Majeſty ; or elſe his Infinuations are un- 
juſt and chimerical. | 

Near theCloſe of ourAuthor's Performance (*) 
he reſumes the Inſinuation of his Preface, and 
then propoſethi it as a Suppoſition: Here he has 
quitted all Appearance of Argument from 
Facts and Probability, for the Suppe ſit ion of 3 
moral Impoſſibility. He ſuppoſes, That a New 
Parliament will a& in Diametrical Oppoſition 
to the Conduct and Meaſures of this; and re- 
preſents the gloomy and diſmal Conſequences 
that muſt enſue. b 


If 


(*) Page 35. 
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If all the boneſt, and ſenſible Men of the 
Nation were aſſembled in the preſent Parlia- 
ment, and not to be re- elected, then indeed 
there would be ſome ground for his Suppaſi- 
tion, and the gloomy Proſpect enſuing z Vat if 
other Repreſentatives are to be found, with 
Capacities and moral Principles equal to thoſe 
of the preſent Members of Parliament, then 
they are as well qualified, and muſt act upon 
as good Motives, and conſequently as much to 
the Advantage of the Nation. If, I ſay, there 
are Men to be found equal in all Reſpefs to the 
preſent Repreſentatives, they muſt a@ in Con- 
formity to the Conduct of the preſent Houſe of 
Commons; it being morally impoſſible, that the 
ſame Accompliſhments and Virtues in different 
Men, ſhould have a Tendency Diametrically 
Oppoſite to their Nature. 

Bad as the Age is, no doubt there are Mul- 
titudes of juſt and wiſe Men to be found in 
the Nation, more than ſufficient to conſtitute 
an Houſe of Commons; and then of courſe, all 
our Author's improbable Suppoſitions and 
gloomy ProſpeQs, vaniſh like a Morning 

Cloud. - 
But to purſue this Writer any farther, thro 
his wild Reſveries, will be like engaging the 
Reader in a Fox-Chaſe, where, as a Reward 
for his Labour, he can expect nothing better 
than the Capture of Yermin : Indeed, tho' the 
| | Hunter 


L 39 ] 
Hunter gets no valuable Booty, he is ſure to 
prevent à great deal of Miſchief, which is 
ſome Compenſation for the Pains he has taken, 
if not 4 good Excuſe for ſuch a tireſome Un- 


dertaking. 
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